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Empower Youth to Build Thriving,
Sustainable Communities

WHO IS THE ICREST FOUNDATION™?

The mission of the iCREST Foundation is to accelerate environmental education for middle and high school
youth.

OUR PURPOSE

To develop a generation of knowledgeable, engaged, and active community members by promoting solutions
focused on environmental stewardship among middle and high school youth. The iCREST Foundation will
address this important purpose with a two-fold approach.

1. RESILIENCE AND SUSTAINABILITY FRAMEWORK

The iCREST Foundation is committed to the realization of a Resilience and Sustainability (RS) Framework
based on the most important skill sets that the next generation need to thrive, succeed, and cope with
environmental challenges and their socioeconomic consequences in the decades ahead. Those skill sets are
embodied in the five principles, established by the iCREST Education Advisory Board (see illustration below).
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The RS Framework is the intellectual glue that will:

e Create a unified, collective vision for middle and high school education ecosystem literacy with a
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics (STEAM) and/or Career Technical
Education (CTE) approach.

e Initiate a movement within the middle and high school education community specific to the RS
Framework.

e Establish a common language for education around environmental priorities.

o Help developers of environmental literacy curriculum align their work to a shared Framework used
by educators and program leaders.

e Disseminate information to practitioners, policymakers, and influencers with a consistent theme.

e Coalesce public and private organizations with similar objectives of addressing such pressing
challenges facing youth.



2. ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY LEADERSHIP EMPOWERMENT FORUM

A growing number of school and out-of-school programs (e.g., clubs and community programs) aim to
empower our youth to engage and address the most pressing environmental challenges of our time — how
to mitigate and reverse damage to our environment as well as adapt to environmental changes and live
sustainably on our planet. The iCREST Foundation focus is to enhance the impact of these efforts by
convening and conducting Forums that bring together key leaders of organizations already focused on
climate and environmental education and literacy, and Earth system science exploration and discovery.
These Forums serve as a catalyst to supercharge environmental literacy organizations with similar objectives
to build on their collective strengths and networks and share the work they are doing to create synergy,
overcome fragmentation, generate new knowledge, leverage limited resources, empower leadership, and
reach greater numbers of middle and high school youth through schools, clubs, and community programs
(see lllustration below).

Environmental Literacy Leadership Empowerment Forum

Convene

Convene a broad knowledge network of U.S. education thought and program
leaders focused on middle and high school environmental literacy programs to:
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Utilizing the research, resources, and experience of the Forum combined with the RS Framework, the iCREST
Foundation aims to bring resilience and sustainability education to U.S. middle and high school youth to
promote environmental stewardship and improve public health, safety, and wellbeing through student learning
and engagement in STEAM and CTE. The iCREST Foundation, enabled by the network of Earth system science
experts, facilitates the exchange, sharing and dissemination of the most up-to-date environmental information
among the partner organizations and their networks. Equipped with the skill sets of the RS Framework, today’s
students will position the U.S. as a global leader in environmental stewardship and preservation in the decades
ahead.

The RS Framework and the Forum combined will be a unique and effective learning catalyst for change, future
performance, and future learning.

WANT TO LEARN MORE? PLEASE CONTACT:

Ghassem R. Asrar, Ph.D., Executive Chairman  Email: GAsrar@icrestfoundation.org Cell: (510) 969--6023

Lillian Kellogg, Program Manager Email: LKellogg@icrestfoundation.org  Cell: (415) 860-5741
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